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INTRODUCTION 


1560660 


My  initial  purpose  in  writing  this  book  was 
to  tell  the  story  of  the  life  of  my  husband,  William 
Noah  Allyn,  and  Welch  Allyn  Inc.  ,  which  he  founded. 
A  genealogy  was  in  his  possession  giving  a  complete 
lineal  record  beginning  with  Matthew  Allyn  ( 1 60 5-1 670), 
which  was  later  to  prove  very  accurate.  This  had  been 
compiled  by  Julia  Grosvenor  ( 1848 -  1 937),  a  descendant 
of  Matthew. 


To  develop  information  on  William's  ances¬ 
try,  I  first  investigated  the  well  known  Robert  Allyn 
line  of  New  London  and  Groton  Heights,  Conn.,  only  to 
learn  there  was  no  connection  whatever  between  this 
line  and  Matthew  Allyn. 

By  a  fortunate  coincidence,  our  niece  Ruth 
Palmeter  Stokoe,  daughter  of  William's  sister  Helen 
Allyn  Palmeter,  noticed  a  reference  to  a  Matthew  Allyn 
in  a  book  on  Peter  Stuyvesant.  ^  He  was  mentioned  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  treating  with  Stuyvesant  over 
the  Hartford  Treaty.  The  dates  coincided  with  our 
Matthew,  and  with  this  opening  wedge,  Ruth  started  an 
intensive  research  in  the  Library  of  Congress,, 
Washington,  D.  C.  Ruth,  (Cornell  1942)  lives  near 
Washington,  at  Silver  Spring,  Md.  ,  with  her  husband 
William  C.  Stokoe,  Jr.,  Ph.  D.,  and  their  two  children. 
It  was  indeed  fortunate  that  she  had  access  to  the  great 
^  Library  of  Congress,  which  offers  facilities  unavailable 
in  any  other  library  in  the  country.  Genealogies  by  the 
^  thousands,  histories  and  state  records,  also  most 
books  that  have  been  copyrighted  are  available  there. 

I  am  most  grateful  to  Ruth  for  her  careful 
and  thorough  work  in  piecing  out  the  lives  of  the  differ¬ 
ent  Allyns,  as  history  records  their  contribution  to  our 
country's  development,  in  civil,  military  and  judicial 
fields. 


The  study  became  so  interesting,  Ruth  and 
I  visited  Hartford,  Windsor  and  Berlin,  Conn.,  Boston 
and  Cambridge,  Mass.  These  trips  were  extremely 


rewarding,  as  we  not  only  acquired  data  from  State 
Libraries  and  Historical  Societies,  but  found  several 
public  monuments  and  memorials  bearing  the  Matthew 
All yn  name.  Ancient  cemeteries  in  Windsor,  Hartford 
and  Berlin  contain  time-worn  tombstones  of  many 
Allyns  of  our  line,  a  number  with  military  markers. 

We  discovered  an  historic  old  Allyn  resi¬ 
dence,  built  in  1670  by  Capt.  Thomas  Allyn,  son  of 
Matthew,  second  in  the  William  N.  Allyn  line. 

Margaret  Wyatt,  wife  of  Matthew,  is  a  de¬ 
scendant  of  a  most  illustrious  line  of  ancestors.  At 
least  three  genealogies,  some  published  in  England, 
are  available  in  the  Library  of  Congress  on  the  Chi- 
chester -Wyatt  line,  from  1385.  I  have  included  Mar¬ 
garet's  genealogy,  but  will  leave  further  research  of 
her  life  and  ancestry  for  some  later  story. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  New  England 
Historic  Genealogical  Society  in  Boston,  and  to  the 
Connecticut  Historical  Society  in  Hartford,  Conn,  ,  for 
their  assistance. 

It  has  been  an  exciting  and  fascinating  pro¬ 
ject  to  develop  the  life  stories  of  William's  illustrious 
ancestors.  Ruth  and  I  confidently  believe  that  all  the 
historical  data  included  in  the  story  is  authentic.  All 
references  have  been  carefully  recorded. 


Oct.  1,  1960 
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PART  I 


Early  Colonists 

HON,  MATTHEW  ALLYN  (1605-1670) 

Three  hundred  and  fifty  years  have  passed, 
spanning  eleven  generations  of  Allyns,  since  Matthew 
Allin  was  born  in  Braunton,  Devon,  England  in  1605, 
He  was  the  youngest  of  five  sons  of  Richard  Allin  and 
Margaret  Wyatt,  (no  connection  of  the  Chichester 
Wyatts.  )  They  were  Emmett,  Wilmot,  Thomas  , 
Richard  Jr.  ,  and  Matthew.  Richard  died  in  1647.  His 
will  was  proved  in  1652,  see  Wills. 

The  Allin  family  was  of  the  well-to-do  Gen¬ 
try  class,  of  excellent  standing  in  the  community,  as 
evidenced  by  Matthew^ s  marriage  to  Margaret  Wyatt, 
descendant  of  the  Chichesters,  prominent  Devonshire 
family.  The  Chichester-Wyatt  genealogy  is  impres¬ 
sive.  Margaret's  Grandfather,  Amyas  Chichester, 
inherited  Arlington  and  Loxhore,  also  several  other 
estates  from  his  father.  He  lived  in  the  Manor'  House 
at  Arlington  in  Devonshire,  and  founded  the  Arlington 
branch  of  Chichesters,  --the  Margaret  Wyatt  line,  see 
Genealogies.  It  is,  however,  of  Matthew  Allyn's  life 
in  the  New  World,  and  the  heritage  he  left  of  courage  , 
vision  and  achievement,  with  which  this  story  is 
mainly  concerned.  ^ 

In  1632,  at  the  age  of  27,  Matthew  Allyn 
sailed  with  his  wife  and  three  small  children,  Mary  3, 
John  and  Thomas  both  2,  for  the  New  World.  They 
settled  first  in  Cambridge,  Mass,  During  their  four 
years'  residence  there,  Matthew  not  only  became  the 
largest  landowner,  but  also  held  important  government 
positions. 


Ancient  records  list  Matthew's  Cambridge 
properties:  "Oct.  10,  1635  -  Matthew  Allyn  in  the 
Towne,  one  house  with  backside  about  half  a  roode; 
Long  Street  Southwest;  Watterstreet  Southeast;  the 
Meeting  House  on  the  Northeast;  the  widow  Sackett 
Northwest, 


2 


Matthew  owned  the  estate  at  the  N.  W,  cor¬ 
ner  of  Winthrop  and  Dunster  Streets.  He  also  owned 
the  opposite  corner  of  Winthrop  Street.  The  Record 
describes  in  detail  ten  other  parcels  of  various  acre¬ 
ages  -  2  acres  on  the  Charles  River,  12  acres  on 

Oyster  Banks  Bay,  a  cow  yard  on  a  creek,  others  10 
acres,  15  acres  and  27  acres,  and  some  smaller  plots 
with  buildings.  ’*  4 

Matthew  usually,  but  not  always  spelled  his 
name  with  a  "y".  In  that  Era  a  man  frequently  changed 
the  spelling  of  his  name  to  indicate  a  standing  of  im¬ 
portance  in  the  community.  (Stiles) 

"The  first  form  of  Government  in  the  new 
Colony  of  Connecticut  was  that  provided  by  the  War¬ 
wick  Patent  which  was  given  by  Robert  Rich,  Earl  of 
Warwick,  who  had  much  to  do  with  the  settlements  up 
the  Connecticut  River.  This  Warwick  Patent  or  War¬ 
wick  Compromise  as  it  was"  sometimes'  called,  pro¬ 
vided  for  a  Governing  Commission,  or  Provisional 
General  Court,  consisting  of  two  men  from  each 
settlement.  The  New  Towne  Deputies  to  this  Bay 
Court  were  Matthew  Allyn,  William  Spencer  and  John 
Talcott,  and  John  Haynes  presided  as  Governor.'’  ^ 

Matthew’s  brother  Thomas  also  came  to 
America,  settled  first  in  Cambridge,  then  in  Barn¬ 
stable,  Mass.  "Thomas  Allyn  was  probably  the  most 
wealthy  of  the  first  settlers  in  Barnstable.  "  "He 
was  Freeman  1652;  Surveyor  of  Highways,  etc."  ® 

Both  Matthew  and  his  brother  Thomas  had 
large  land  holdings  in  Devonshire,  England,  which  they 
sold  within  a  few  years  of  their  arrival  in  America; 
Matthew  sold  to  a  William  Thorne,  and  Thomas'  house 
and  land  to  Thomas  Eells,  ® 

The  settlers  in  Cambridge  consisted  of  a 
large  group  of  Puritans  of  which  Matthew  was  one. 
The  leader  of  the  flock  was  Rev.  Thos.  Hooker,  who 
had  come  on  a  boat  direct  from  Holland.  Throughout 
his  life  he  achieved  great  prominence  as  a  preacher, 
and  was  influential  in  the  political  affairs  of  the  Colony 
as  well.  A  number  of  books  record  his  sermons  and 


COLONIAL  MAP  OF  HARTFORD,  CONN.,  SHOWING  MATTHEW  ALLYN»S  LANDS,  AND  THE  ROAD  TO  HIS  MILL.  ABOUT  1650 


3 


4 


life.  Soon  after  he  founded  the  church  in  New  Towne, 
discontent  arose  among  the  colonists,  as  they  desired 
greater  freedom  of  government,  more  room  for  ex¬ 
pansion  and  better  agricultural  conditions.  They  de¬ 
cided  to  send  an  advance  group  to  investigate  a  location 
to  found  a  new  colony.  This  meant  a  trip  of  consider¬ 
able  hardship,  following  rivers  and  Indian  trails,  as 
well  as  the  constant  danger  of  Indian  attacks. 

"The  advance  agents,  or  ‘Adventurers*  as 
they  were  called,  of  Mr.  Hooker's  flock,  made  the 
trip  in  1635  and  some  of  them  spent  the  winter  on  the 
proposed  site  of  the  town,  then  called  Newtown  (later 
Hartford.  ) 

Just  how  many  of  these  'Adventurers*  there 
were  is  not  known,  but  probably  20  to  25.  Among 
them,  Mr.  John  Steel,  Deacon  Stephen  Hart,  Matthew 
Marvin,  Thomas  Stanley,  Timothy  Stanley  and  Mr. 
Matthew  Allyn.  .  .  .  The  Adventurers  made  the  journey 
in  the  Autumn  of  1635,  perhaps  as  late  as  October, 
while  the  main  body  went  the  following  spring. 

In  a  list  presented  in  January  1639-40  there 
are  95  heads  of  families  mentioned,  each  of  whom 
received  a  home  lot  and  meadow  land  and  who  are 
called  'proprietors';  a  number  which  would  imply  a 
total  population  of  at  least  400. 

On  this  town  meeting  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  on  'the  rule  for  division  of  the  lands'  gave  the 
list  of  95  names  graded  in  proportion  to  the  land  each 
one  was  to  receive.  Listed  #4  was  Mr.  Matthew  Allyn, 
110  acres.  " 

Rev.  Hooker's  flock  made  the  trip  to  the  new 
Colony  in  three  parties,  1635-6-7.  Matthew  moved  his 
family  to  Hartford  in  1636. 

Matthew's  activities  in  the  new  colony  are 
recorded  by  a  number  of  historians,  --  "he  was  a  man 
of  superior  talents,  energetic,  wilful,  and  obstinate  in 
all  projects.  "  ^ 

"In  1636  the  energetic  but  not  always  smooth 
tempered  Matthew  Allyn  opened  the  way  for  Connecticut 


THE  CORNING  FOUNTAIN,  BUSHNELL  PARK,  HARTFORD,  CONN.,  WHERE 
AL.l_YN»S  ISLAND  WAS  MADE  TO  JOIN  THE  MAINLAND,  THE  SITE  OF 
MATTHEW  ALLYN»S  GRIST  MILL.  ABOVE,  STATE  CAPITOL. 


industries  by  building  a  Saw  and  Grist  Mill  on  Kiln 
Brook  near  its  junction  with  Little  River,  and  his  name 
was  given  to  an  island  near  that  point.  Allyn  built  the 
dam  near  the  Brownstone  Quarry,  establishing  a  not¬ 
able  Mill  Site.  By  vote,  a  bridge  twelve  feet  wide  was 
thrown  across  the  river  below  his  Dam,  thus  joining 
the  north  and  south  sides  of  the  Town. 

One  of  his  worthy  descendants,  John  Jay 
Corning  of  New  York,  marked  the  site  of  Allyn* s 
Island  where  he  had  his  first  mill,  erecting  in  1899 
the  beautiful  Corning  Fountain,  in  41  acre  Bushnell 
Park,  where  the  island  was  made  to  join  the  mainland. 
The  Fountain's  four  bronze  Indian  maidens  and  four 
crouching  braves  are  suggestive  of  the  long  struggle 
with  the  Indians  in  which  Matthew  figured  so  promi¬ 
nently.  " 


During  his  two  year  residence  in  Hartford, 
in  addition  to  building  the  Mill  and  Dam,  (completed  in 
1640),  Matthew  was  an  active  member  of  Center 
Church,  where  Rev.  Thos.  Hooker  was  the  first  pastor. 
Its  churchyard  was  used  as  a  burial  ground  from  1640 
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OF  HARTFORD  MONUMENT,  CENTER  CHURCHYARD, 
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to  1803.  In  the  center  there  is  a  tall  obelisk  monument 
honoring  the  Founders  of  Hartford.  Fifth  on  the  list  of 
100  names  is  Matthew  Allyn.  A  marker  near  the 
entrance  of  the  cemetery  states  that  most  of  the 
Founders,  (early  Cambridge  Puritans)  are  buried  here. 

In  1638  Matthew  moved  his  residence  to 
Windsor,  a  few  miles  north  of  Hartford,  within  com¬ 
muting  distance.  He  retained  his  lands  in  Hartford 
until  his  death  and  continued  active  in  Government, 
heading  many  commissions  dealing  with  the  current 
problems  of  this  rapidly  expanding  colony. 

Two  important  events  may  have  influenced 
Matthew*s  move  to  Windsor.  Due  to  his  progressive 
religious  ideas,  he  was  ex-communicated  from  Center 
Church.  This  in  no  way  reflected  on  his  good  char¬ 
acter.  Believing  he  had  been  treated  unjustly,  Matthew 
twice  petitioned  the  Church  to  rescind  the  order,  but 
was  unsuccessful.  "Matthew  was  a  good  man,  a  just 
man,  a  high  minded  man  and  one  of  the  props  of  the 
Colony.  He  entertained  sentiments  on  baptism,  church 
membership  and  church  discipline  variant  from  a 
majority  of  the  Church,  and  so  fell  under  the  ban  as 
did  others  for  the  same  cause. 

In  1658  there  was  again  trouble  in  the  Hart¬ 
ford  Church  and  Matthew  was  Chairman  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  the  General  Court  to  write  letters  on  the 
subject.  "  ®  Rev.  Thos.  Hooker  who  also  had  very 
liberal  views,  spoke  very  highly  of  Matthew  during  the 
controversy. 

A  second  reason  for  the  Windsor  move  may 
have  been  Matthew's  very  profitable  purchase  of  the 
Windsor  Trading  House,  together  with  all  the  lands  of 
the  Plymouth  Company  there. 


Going  back  to  the  early  settlement  of  Wind¬ 
sor,  previous  to  Matthew's  arrival,  "When  Adriaen 
Block,  that  venturesome  Dutch  explorer  discovered 
the  Connecticut  River  and  sailed  up  its  waters  in  1614, 
he  was  very  pleasantly  surprised  at  the  prospect  for 
trading  among  the  Indians  just  above  the  bend  where 
Middletown  is  situated  at  the  present  time.  His  report 
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to  the  authorities  aroused  the  exploring  instincts  of 
others,  and  a  few  years  after  his  return,  Wouter  Van 
Twiller  equipped  an  outfit,  crossed  the  ocean,  posted 
a  sign  at  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut,  stating  that  the 
surrounding  regions  belonged  to  the  Dutch  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  sailed  up  those  same  waters  to  some  dis¬ 
tance  beyond  Block's  stopping  point  and  there  built  a 
fortified  trading  post,  which  he  named  the  'House  of 
Hope,  '  Not  long  after  this,  (1633),  the  English  under 
Capt.  William  Holmes  with  a  crew  from  the  Plymouth 
Colony  followed  the  same  northerly  course  up  the 
river  disdaining  the  Dutch  commands  to  'strike  your 
colors  or  we  fire,  '  as  they  neared  the  trading  post  and 
the  yawning  muzzles  of  two  cannon.  Regardless  of 
these  repeated  orders  to  halt.  Captain  Holmes  pro¬ 
ceeded  on  his  way  until  he  reached  what  he  deemed  a 
presentable  site,  where  he  came  to  anchor.  Here  was 
founded  the  town  of  Matianuck,  now  Windsor.  During 
the  summer  and  fall  of  1635  additional  Puritans  from 
Dorchester  joined  the  little  settlement,  (among  these 
would  have  been  John  Warham  and  his  flock),  to  be 
followed  later  by  Sir  Richard  Saltonstall  and  his  friends 
from  the  homeland,  " 

This  group  of  Massachusetts  colonists 
developed  the  valuable  land  along  the  river  and  built 
the  Plymouth  Trading  House,  Connecticut  residents 
resented  the  settlement  of  the  Massachusetts  group, 
and  after  five  years  the  Plymouth  group  decided  to 
give  up  the  venture. 

It  was  at  this  time  Matthew  moved  to  Wind¬ 
sor.  "On  May  3rd,  1638,  Capt.  William  Holmes,  by 
authority  of  a  power -of-attorney  from  the  company  of 
New  Plymouth,  sold  to  Matthew  Allyn,  'all  the  lands, 
houses,  servants,  goods  and  chattels  of  the  Company 
in  the  Town  of  Windsor.  Mr,  Allyn's  homestead  was 
a  little  below  the  rivulet  close  to  the  site  of  the  old 
Plymouth  Trading  House'." 

A  map  of  ancient  Windsor  shows  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  the  lands  on  the  Tunxis  River,  The  Tunxis  or 
Little  River  is  now  the  Farmington  River. 

The  site  of  the  Trading  House  nearby  the 
Allyn  homestead  is  today  marked  by  a  large  boulder 
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on  which  a  bronze  plaque  reads:  "This  Rock  marks 
the  first  English  Settlement  in  Connecticut  by  members 
from  the  Plymouth  Colony  1633,  "  Dedicated  by  the 
Abigail  Wolcott  Ellsworth  Chapter  of  the  DAR  June  1898, 

"It  is  thought  that  Mr.  Allyn  built  a  new 
house,  using  in  its  construction  the  material  taken 
from  the  Plymouth  house,  Stiles  says  that  tradition 
states  some  of  the  material  from  the  old  house  taken 
down  from  the  'acre  on  the  hill*  was  prepared  in  Eng¬ 
land  undoubtedly  refers  to  the  material  brought  by 
Capt.  Holmes  for  the  construction  of  the  Plymouth 
Trading  House  and  he  mentions  the  individuals  living 
in  Windsor  in  1890  who  remembered  the  old  Plymouth 
Allyn  house.  'Its  front  presented  two  stories,  the  rear 
roof  (lean  to)  sloping  down  at  the  eaves  to  cover  but 
one  story.  The  front  door  was  in  the  middle  of  the 
middle  of  the  house,  the  stairway  had  two  great  stairs 
where  it  turned  at  right  angles,  landing  the  passenger 
in  the  little  hall  above  facing  the  window  directly  over 
the  front  door.  Back  of  the  stairway  and  of  the  same 
width  as  the  front  hall,  was  the  huge  chimney,  with 
three  fireplaces  on  the  lower  floor  and  one  each  in  the 
two  chambers  above.  The  summer  beams  and  joists 
which  supported  the  floor  of  the  second  story  were 
planed  and  without  lath  and  plaster.  The  sides  of  the 
room  were  wainscotted  about  three  feet  up  from  the 
floor  and  plastered  above.  There  was  in  one  of  the 
front  chamber  rooms  a  table  too  large  to  be  taken 
through  the  doors  which  had  been  placed  there  when 
the  house  was  built.  There  is,  of  course,  a  tradition 
that  the  table  came  from  England.  It  is  now,  (1926), 
on  the  lower  floor  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society's  rooms  at  Hartford.  " 

Matthew's  table  was  an  exciting  discovery! 
Ruth  and  I  had  searched  diligently  for  something  tan¬ 
gible  that  had  belonged  to  Matthew  — -a  house,  a  pic¬ 
ture  or  a  letter  --  but  up  to  this  point  had  completely 
failed,  except  for  the  ancient  maps  showing  his  lands 
in  Windsor  and  Hartford, 

I  immediately  contacted  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Society  and  was  delighted  to  receive  their 
Bulletin  with  a  front  page  picture  of  the  table  and  a 
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TH  E 

WINDSOR  TABLE, 
BEFORE  1670, 

”FROM  A  MATTHEW 
ALLYN  HOME,  " 

IS  IN  POSSESSION 
OF  THE  WINDSOR 
H  ISTOR  ICAL 
SOC  1  ETY, 
HARTFORD,  CONN. 


lengthy  discussion  of  ito  It  seems  a  controversy  has 
existed  through  the  years  among  experts  as  to  whether 
it  is  a  draw  table,  a  drawing  table  or  a  draw  leaf  table, 
and  also,  whether  it  is  of  English  or  American  origin. 
The  final  opinion  seems  to  be  that  it  was  originally  a 
communion  table  in  a  meeting  house,  and  was  made  in 
America,  The  turned  feet  had  been  sawed  off  from  the 
legs,  as  it  originally  was  40"  high.  The  table,  "from 
a  Matthew  Allyn  house  pulled  down  in  18  30"  was  willed 
to  the  Society  by  a  Mr,  Henry  Halsey  of  Windsor  in 
1874,  and  today  is  treasured  as  one  of  their  oldest 
possessions, 

"In  a  list  of  Freemen  of  Windsor,  dated 
Oct.  11,  1669,  we  find  the  following;  Mr.  Matthew 
Allyn,  Thomas  Burnham,  Joseph  Loomis,  ,  ,  •  .the  list 
contains  129  names  of  which  8  bear  the  title  of  'Mr,  * 

The  Puritans  of  New  England  were,  Blake 
says  'a  very  Godly  and  religious  people  and  many  of 
them  persons  of  note  and  figure,  being  dignified  with 
the  title  of  'Master',  which  but  few  in  those  days  were. 
Among  them  Mr.  Thomas  Hooker,  Mr,  John  Warham, 
distinguished  divines,  Mr.  Matthew  Allyn  of  Windsor.  ,  , 
all  very  prominent  men  in  the  Colonies,  '  Although 
there  was  no  great  gulf  between  the  two  classes  into 
which  Puritan  society  in  New  England  was  divided,  the 
settlers  were,  nevertheless,  great  sticklers  for  dignity 
and  procedure.  In  every  town  the  people  were  seated 
in  Meeting  according  to  rank  and  dignity.  The  prefix 
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*Mr.  *  was  accorded  only  to  men  who  undoubtedly 
belonged  to  the  small  upper  group,  (about  300  out  of 
5000  original  male  heads  of  families  who  came  to  New 
England  between  1620  and  1640.  )" 

First  Church,  Windsor,  (Congregational) 
was  built  in  1640  and  was  replaced  by  the  present  edi¬ 
fice  in  1794,  John  Warham  was  installed  pastor  of  this 
church  at  its  organization  in  Plymouth,  England  in  16  30, 
He  arrived  in  this  country  the  same  year,  on  the  sail¬ 
ing  ship  "William  &  John,  "  with  a  group  of  Puritans 
from  Southern  England,  but  remained  in  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  until  1635.  That  year  he  began  his  ministry  in 
First  Church,  and  remained  as  head  of  the  flock  until 
his  death  in  1670,  a  period  of  thirty  five  years. 

"In  this  churchyard  is  the  historic  Pali- 
sado  Cemetery,  containing  the  oldest  gravestone  still 
standing,  put  up  in  New  England,  1644,  that  of 
Ephraim  Huit.  "  ^ 

Here  in  Palis  ado  a  group  of  approximately 
thirty  graves  of  Matthew*s  descendants  and  their  fami¬ 
lies,  dating  from  1753  to  the  early  1800*s,  is  centered 
by  the  redstone  table-top  marker  of  his  Grandson, 
Hon.  Col.  Matthew  Allyn  Esquire,  son  of  Capt.  Thos. 
Allyn.  It  bears  the  following  epitaph:  "The  Hon*ble 
Col*nl  Matthew/ Allyn  Esq  who  was /many  years  one  of 
the/Council  &  Judge  of  the/Superior  Court  for  th^Colony 
of  Conn/d  Feb.  17,  1758/98  year  of  his  age.  "  His  six 
sons,  Josiah,  Thomas,  Matthew,  Peletiah,  Major 
Henry  and  Prior,  are  buried  near  him,  also  some 
members  of  their  family.  Allyn  graves  located  in  this 
cemetery  are  noted  in  the  Allyn  genealogy. 

Nearby  the  church  a  monument,  known  as 
the  ship  monument,  as  it  has  in  gold  relief  a  beautiful 
sailing  vessel,  carries  the  names  of  the  Founders  of 
First  Church,  1640,  and  includes  the  name  of  Matthew 
Allyn. 


The  main  problems  through  the  early  years 
of  the  growing  colonies  were  the  Indian  raids,  settle¬ 
ments  to  pacify  the  Indians,  boundary  disputes  between 
the  colonies,  and  growing  dissatisfaction  among  the 
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A  GROUP  OF  TIME  WORN  AL-LYN  MARKERS  IN  PAL.ISADO 
CEMETERY,  WINDSOR,  CONN.,  DESCENDANTS  OF  MATTHEW 
ALLYN  (1605-1670) 


colonists  because  the  British  Government  retained  so 
much  power  over  the  governing  of  the  colonies  and 
imposed  taxes.  Matthew  played  a  leading  part  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  all  these  problems. 

Matthew  held  the  following  commissions: 

"1648-1651  Deputy  from  Windsor 
1649:  The  General  Court  made  him  one  of 
three  deputies  on  the  Committee  to 
order  the  setting  forth  of  soldiers  in 
a  war  with  the  Indians 
1654-7:  Deputy  from  Windsor 
1658  -67:  Assistant 

1659:  He  andsonLt.  John  were  on  the  com¬ 
mission  with  power  to  divide  the 
Podunk  lands  formerly  possessed  by 
these  Indians  and  also  to  treat  with 
the  Indians 

l66l:  Moderator  of  Charter  Committee 
1662:  Commissioner  with  Governor  Wyllis 
to  settle  Indian  disputes 
1663:  Chairman  of  the  commission  to  treat 
with  the  Dutch  on  the  boundary 
question 
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SHIP  MONUMENT,  WINDSOR,  CONN.,  IN  MEMORY  OF  THE 
FOUNDERS  OF  FIRST  CHURCH,  1640,  INCLUDES  MATTHEW 

ALLYN»S  NAME. 


1664:  The  committee  was  renewed  with  the 
addition  of  the  Governor  and  Cap¬ 
tain  Young  with  authority  to  establish 
courts  and  other  full  powers. 

1665:  The  Union  of  Connecticut  and  New 
Haven  was  completed  and  Matthew 
and  son,  Sec*y  John  were  chosen 
assistants  on  the  committee  for  the 
Union.  Hartford  was  chosen  the 
Capital, 

1666:  Moderator  of  above  commission" 


"1650:  A  provisional  treaty  was  made  at 
Hartford  between  Hartford  Colony 
and  Peter  Stuyves ant.  Governor  Gen¬ 
eral  of  the  New  Netherlands,  but 
before  the  Treaty  was  ratified  be¬ 
tween  the  parent  states  in  Europe,  a 
war  broke  out  between  England  and 
Holland,  and  the  treaty  never  went 
into  effect.  The  name  of  the  treaty 
was  the  'Hartford  Treaty  of  1650'  and 
Matthew  Allyn  was  one  of  the  Hart¬ 
ford  commissioners  who  met  with 
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Stuyvesant  ajid  decided  the  terms  of 
this  treaty.  ”  *5 

"He  was  appointed  by  the  Colony,  (Connecti¬ 
cut)  in  1660  and  1664  one  of  the  Com¬ 
missioners  of  the  United  Colonies,  an 
office  equal  in  dignity  and  importance  to 
that  of  senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  " 


One  of  Matthew* s  most  important  commis¬ 
sions  was  that  of  Moderator  of  the  Committee  that 
petitioned  Charles  II  in  166 1  for  a  Charter  for  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut.  This  Charter  was  granted  the 
following  year,  and  two  copies  were  sent  from  England, 
and  given  to  Matthew *s  son  John,  and  John  Talcott,  for 
safe  keeping.  The  Charter  named  Matthew  Allyn  one 
of  the  Grantees,  he  being  *one  of  the  persons  princi¬ 
pally  interested  in  our  Colony  or  Plantation  of  Connec¬ 
ticut.  '  His  name  appears  on  the  Charter  several 
times.  The  original  parchment  copy  is  displayed  in  a 
glass  enclosed  recessed  wall  vault  in  Memorial  Hall  in 
the  Supreme  Court  Building  in  Hartford.  The  fragment 
of  the  second  copy  is  the  property  of  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Society.  The  Charter  itself  was  the  fore¬ 
runner  of  the  American  Bill  of  Rights. 

In  1687  James  II  succeeded  to  the  throne 
and  it  seemed  likely  Connecticut  would  lose  the 
Charter.  The  same  year  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  recently 
appointed  Governor  of  the  Dominion  of  New  England, 
called  a  special  council  meeting  in  Zachary  Sanford 
Tavern,  Hartford,  (the  present  site  of  the  buildings 
of  the  Travelers  Insurance  Companies),  and  appeared 
under  armed  guard  to  demand  the  return  of  the  Charter. 
John  Allyn  had  produced  the  Charter  at  this  meeting 
before  the  Governor's  arrival.  When  the  Governor 
made  his  demand,  one  of  the  Councillors,  in  an 
apparent  'swoon*,  fell  upon  the  lights  and  they  were 
all  extinguished.  John  Wadsworth  succeeded  in  spirit¬ 
ing  away  the  precious  Charter.  He  hid  it  in  a  hollow 
oak  tree,  nearby  the  home  of  Samuel  Wyllys,  where  it 
remained  for  several  years.  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary  succeeded  to  the  throne  in  1715,  and  the  Charters 
for  the  New  England  Colonies  again  became  valid.  The 
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oak  tree,  since  known  as  Charter  Oak,  blew  down  in 
1856.  A  granite  marker  tells  the  story,  and  is  erected 
on  the  spot  where  it  stood.  A  beautiful  carved  chair 
was  made  from  the  timber,  and  is  in  the  Capitol  Build¬ 
ing  for  use  of  the  Governor  on  State  occasions.^®  “ 

"Few  men  in  the  Colony  had  more  influence 
or  received  more  honor  than  Matthew  Allyn.  " 

"Mr.  Matthew  Allyn  died  in  Windsor, 

Feb.  7,  1670.  Mrs . Sept.  12,  1675,  thought  to  be 

Mrs.  A*s  death.  " 


Stiles  confirms  he  died  in  Windsor,  and  it 
is  a  tradition,  among  his  descendants  in  that  area  that 
he  was  buried  in  Palisado  Cemetery.  In  a  part  of  the 
oldest  area  grave  markers  are  missing  and  some  parts 
of  markers  have  been  found  buried  deep  in  the  ground. 
It  maybe  that  Matthew's  grave  is  in  that  unmarked  area. 

He  made  his  wife  sole  Executrix  of  his  large 
estate,  and  his  will  is  listed  in  full  under  Wills. 


THE  GOVERNOR»S  CHAIR, 
STATE  CAPITAL, 
HARTFORD,  CONN.,  IS 
CARVED  FROM  THE 
TIMBER  OF  CHARTER 
OAK  TREE,  WHERE  THE 
CHARTER  WAS  HIDDEN. 
MATTHEW  ALLYN  TS 
NAME  APPEARS  ON  THE 
CHARTER  OF 
CONNECTICUT 
SEVERAL  TIMES. 


I 
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Captain  Thomas  Allyn  (1630-1695) 


Matthew's  son  Thomas,  second  in  the 
William  Noah  Allyn  line,  came  to  Windsor  with  his 
parents  at  the  age  of  eight,  and  resided  there  until  his 
death  at  sixty  five. 

He  married  Abigail  Warham  in  1658,  one  of 
the  three  daughters  of  the  highly  esteemed  minister, 
who  was  Pastor  of  First  Church,  Windsor,  for  thirty 
five  years.  Of  their  ten  children,  five  sons  and  four 
daughters  were  living  at  the  time  of  Thomas*  death. 
Three  of  his  children  married  Wolcotts,  owners  of  a 
large  original  land  grant  on  the  Tunxis  River  near 
Matthew^  s. 


''He  was  one  of  the  'Troopers*  from  Windsor 
in  1658,  and  was  made  a  Freeman  in  that  same  year; 
was  confirmed  Lieutenant  of  the  Windsor  Train  Band 
at  the  October  session  of  1681,  and  Captain  in  1690." 


RUTH  PALMETER  STOKOE 
BESIDE  THE  GRAVE  OF 
HON.  COL.  MATTHEW  ALLYN 

(1660-1758), 
PALISADO  CEMETERY, 
WINDSOR,  CONN., 
A  GRANDSON  OF  MATTHEW  ALLYN 
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The  oldest  son  of  Captain  Thomas,  Hon. 
Col.  Matthew  Allyn,  (1660  -  1758),  was  a  Councillor, 
and  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  many  years.  He 
also  had  a  noted  military  career,  as  evidenced  by  the 
Military  Marker  at  his  grave  in  Palisado  Cemetery 
which  states:  "Queen  Anne’s  War/  Capt.  Matthew 

Allyn/  Colonial  Troops/d  Feb.  17,  1758  age  97." 


While  Thomas’  career  was  military,  his 
large  family  was  prominent  in  church  and  social  affairs, 
as  evidenced  by  the  beautiful  home  he  built  at  19  Deer¬ 
field  Rd.,  Windsor,  owned  today  by  a  lineal  descendant 
of  Matthew's,  Miss  Marguerite  Mills.  "It  is  the  oldest 
brick  house  in  Windsor  and  in  the  State.  "  ^7  Windsor 
Historical  Society  sets  the  date  as  1670.  An  inventory 
of  the  house  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Institute  of  Architects,  and  filed  in  the  Dept.,  of 
the  Interior,  Parks  Dept.,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  states 
it  was  built  previous  to  1689.  The  walls  are  four 
bricks  thick,  16"  up  to  the  eaves.  Originally  the  salt 
box  type,  it  was  later  altered  to  two  full  stories.  The 
newer  construction  is  clearly  discernible,  as  the 
newer  bricks  were  made  nearby,  and  the  original 
bricks  were  brought  from  England  as  ballast.  It  has 

CAPT.  THOS.  AL.1_YN»S  HOUSE,  WINDSOR,  CONN.,  BUILT  IN  1670, 

THE  OLDEST  BRICK  HOUSE  IN  WINDSOR  AND  IN  THE  STATE. 


19 


end  chimneys  and  a  small  central  hall,  which  was  the 
result  of  integrating  the  chimneys  in  the  end  walls  in 
an  otherwise  17th  Century  house  plan.  A  well  40  feet 
deep,  said  never  to  have  run  dry,  was  filled  in  by  its 
present  owner,  and  it  proved  to  be  quite  an  undertaking. 
The  beautifully  landscaped  residence  faces  East,  South¬ 
east,  and  graces  one  of  Windsor's  finest  residential 
streets  today. 

Thomas  died  February  14,  1695.  His  Will 
states  Ms  oldest  son,  Matthew,  had  received  his  por¬ 
tion  in  a  house  and  lands  before  marriage,  "with  an 
engagement  to  pay  at  a  late  date  100  Pounds  in  addition, 
which  in  Value  and  amount  was  a  full  double  portion  of 
his  Father's  Estate.  "  The  Estate  was  not  settled  for 
eleven  years,  and  it  appears  it  was  then  divided  equally 
among  the  other  eight  surviving  children. 

Hon.  Lt.  Colonel  John  Ally n,  'Sec'y  John' 

(1630-1696) 

It  was  Thomas'  older  brother  John,  born  in 
England  the  same  year  as  Thomas,  who  followed  his 
illustrious  father  Matthew  Allyn  in  a  political  and  mili¬ 
tary  career. 

Few  men  have  dedicated  their  lives  to  the 
public  service  of  their  country,  and  few  have  had  the 
the  physical  endurance  to  fill  so  many  difficult  com¬ 
missions  through  the  years,  as  did  John  Allyn,  known 
and  loved  as  'Secretary  John.  ' 

As  a  young  man  he  served  with  his  father 
in  business  ventures,  and  on  commissions  relating  to 
the  ever  present  problems  of  boundary  disputes,  and 
Indian  uprisings.  He  is  credited  with  having  written  a 
book  on  the  war  with  the  Pequot  Indians.  In  1655  he  is 
on  record  as  Townsman. 

John  was  elected  Secretary  of  the  Colony 
in  1663,  when  thirty  two  years  of  age,  and  was  elected 
every  year  following  until  his  death  in  1696,  a  period 
of  thirty  four  years.  During  this  time  he  held  other 
minor  offices  continuously,  that  of  Town  Clerk  of  Hart- 
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ford,  1659-1696,  thirty  seven  years,  and  magistrate  a 
great  many  years*  In  addition  he  headed  many  com¬ 
missions  of  major  importance. 

Sec'y  John  was  Lieutenant  Colonel  of  the 
Hartford  County  Regiment;  Deputy  in  1661;  Commis  - 
sioner  of  the  United  Colonies  1674,  1675,  1677;  was 
chosen  Freeman  1662,  magistrate  1662  and  later,  and 
as  previously  mentioned  was  appointed  with  JohnTalcott 
and  Samuel  Wyllys  to  take  the  Charter  into  custody  for 
safe  keeping,  1662.  He  presumably  was  one  of  those 
who  hid  the  Charter  in  Charter  Oak.  "He  was  the  Prin¬ 
cipal  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  in  Hartford 
County.  "  He  was  clerk  of  the  First  Ecclesiastical 
Society  of  Hartford;  Councillor  in  1687  with  Governor 
Sir  Edmund  Andros.  Ede,  the  Historian,  says  of  him: 
"Few  men  enjoyed  to  a  greater  degree,  the  confidence 
and  esteem  of  their  contemporaries  more  than  he.  He 
was  possessed  of  fine  abilities,  of  great  energy  and 
untiring  industry.  His  official  letters  and  records  bear 
testimony  of  his  intelligence.  The  influence  he 
possessed  over  the  political  affairs  of  Connecticut  were 
vast.  "He  was  an  excellent  diplomat,  and  to  his  in¬ 
fluence  and  tact  may  be  ascribed  the  amicable  rela¬ 
tions,  which,  generally  speaking,  prevailed  between 
the  Connecticut  Colony  and  the  Andros  Government. 

He  married  Anne  Smith  and  six  daughters 
were  born,  five  survived.  His  father  gave  him  the  Mill 
Lands  in  Hartford  as  a  wedding  portion  in  1663,  and 
with  John  Bidwell  he  established  the  Upper  Mills,  which 
in  1820  took  the  name  of  Wm.  H.  Imlay- -their  owner  at 
that  time.  His  second  wife  was  the  daughter  of  Capt. 
George  Lamberton  Haven  and  widow  of  Hon.  Samuel 
Wells,  Governor  of  the  Colony.  When  John  married 
her  she  received  from  him  a  dower  <£479/2/7,  and 
a  silver  tankard.  Each  daughter  received  £315. 

Secretary  John  died  Nov.  6,  1696.  The 
Governor  and  Council  attended  his  funeral,  lo  His 

grave  is  in  the  Governor 's  group  in  Center  Churchyard, 
nearby  the  Founders*  Monument.  The  redstone  table 
top  marker  bears  the  following  inscription:  "Here  lyes 
interred  the  body  of  the  Honorable  Lt.  Col.  John  Allyn 
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who  served  his  Generation  in  the  Capacity  of  a  Magis¬ 
trate,  Secretary  of  the  Colony  of  Conn.  34  years  who 
dyed  Nov.  6  in  the  year  1696.  " 

His  Will  which  shows  him  to  be  a  large  land- 
owner  and  man  of  considerable  wealth,  is  listed  under 
WiUs.  '8 


Lieut.  Thomas  Allyn  (1663-1709) 

The  second  son  of  Capt.  Thomas  Allyn, 
Lieut.  Thomas  Allyn,  was  next  in  the  William  Noah 
line.  He  married  Martha  Wolcott  in  1686,  and  two 
children  were  born,  Benjamin  and  Martha.  His  wife 
died  after  two  years  of  marriage,  and  he  married 
Joanna,  and  had  a  daughter  Joanna. 

Benjamin  Allyn  (1686-1713) 

Benjamin  married  Ann  Watson,  1707.  They 
had  three  children.  Ann  born  in  1708  died  at  the  age  of 
nine.  There  were  two  sons,  Benjamin  Jr.  ,  and  John. 
Benjamin*  s  Will  is  listed. 
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PART  II 

Revolutionary  War  and  Civil  War 
Capt»  Benjamin  Ally n  Jr.  ,  (1711-1776) 

Capt.  Benjamin  Allyn  Jr.  ,  son  of  Benjamin 
Allyn  and  Ann  Watson,  married  Abigail  Loomis,  17  33, 
and  to  them  nine  children  were  born.  Abigail's  ances¬ 
tors  owned  an  original  land  grant  on  the  Tunxis,  near 
Matthew's  lands,  and  the  family  figured  prominently  in 
Windsor  history. 

The  Loomis  School  at  Windsor,  was  endowed 
by  the  Loomis  family  in  1824,  and  opened  in  1914.  The 
original  Loomis  homestead,  built  before  1652,  is  still 
standing.  The  lead  in  the  diamond  paned  windows  of  the 
older  section  was  melted  for  bullets  in  the  war  of  1812. 
The  Matthew  Allyn  lands  which  included  the  Plymouth 
property  and  meadow  are  all  now  owned  by  this  Institu¬ 
tion.  There  are  three  intramural  clubs  in  the  school 
named  for  the  Allyn,  Wolcott  and  Ludlow  families. 

Captain  Benjamin  received  his  commission 
in  1755,  when  he  was  appointed  Captain  of  the  4th  Corr^ 
pany  in  the  3rd  Regiment,  and  with  85  men  from  Wind¬ 
sor,  enlisted  for  the  Expedition  to  Crown  Point  and 
Niagara,  1765.  He  served  with  his  son,  Benjamin, 
with  Colonel  Newberry. 

His  grave  is  in  Palisado  Cemetery  with  his 
wife  and  daughter  Ann. 


Captain  John  Allyn  (1740-1828) 

Captain  John  Allyn,  son  of  Captain  Benjamin 
Allyn  and  Abigail  Loomis,  was  born  at  Farmington, 
Conn.  He  married  Ruth  Burnham  in  1760,  and  seven 
children  were  born. 

He  served  as  Ensign  in  the  Company  from 
Farmington,  2nd  Company,  General  Wolcott's  Regi¬ 
ment,  for  the  defense  of  Boston,  after  the  evacuation 
of  the  British,  and  as  Adjutant  and  Lieutenant  in  the 
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New  York  Campaign,  1776,  Rose  to  the  rank  of  Captain 
in  1779,  when  he  served  in  the  New  Haven  Alarm, 
Brigadier  General  Harte  in  charge.  He  fought  at  Still¬ 
water  and  Saratoga,  was  present  at  the  capture  of  Bur- 
goyne,  and  with  his  son  John,  served  with  the  Lexington  i 
AJarm  Party,  -  22 

Captain  John* s  Powder  Horn,  now  in  posses¬ 
sion  of  William  G.  Allyn,  is  ornately  carved,  showing  | 
a  coat-of-arms,  band  instruments,  and  the  following  | 
inscription:  "Lieut.  JohnAllyn*s  Horn  made  in  Phillips 


CAPTAIN  JOHN  ALLYN»S 
POWDER  HORN,  INSCRIBED, 
"LIEUT.  JOHN  ALLYN  MADE 
IN  PHILLIPS  BURROUGH 
DEC.  YE  4TH  1776  "  |S  NOW 
IN  POSSESSION  OF 
WILLIAM  G.  ALLYN, 


Captain  John*s  older  brother.  Captain  Ben¬ 
jamin  Allyn  lived  to  be  90  years  of  age.  His  grave  in 
Palisado  bears  the  State  Marker,  "French/Indian  War/ 
Capt.  Benj.  Allyn  died  Dec.  30/  1827.  " 

His  youngest  brother  Job  served  in  the  3rd 
Company  2nd  Regiment.  He  married  Abigail  Mather 
and  founded  an  illustrious  Allyn  line.  His  eleventh 
child,  Timothy  Mather  Allyn  (1800-1882),  was  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Hartford  Carpet  Co. ,  (now  Bigelow); 
President  Hartford  Fire,  1864-1867;  Director  Conn. 
Fire  Ins.  (now  Phoenix);  Mayor  of  Hartford  1858-60; 
Builder  and  operator  of  the  Allyn  House,  a  landmark 
of  more  than  a  century,  and  once  Hartford*s  most  fash¬ 
ionable  hotel.  Abraham  Lincoln  stopped  there  as 
Timothy  Allyn*  s  guest  when  campaigning  for  the  Presi- 


Burrough  Dec.  Ye  4th  1776.  " 
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dency.  After  being  operated  by  four  generations  of 
Allyns,  it  is  now  being  torn  down  by  its  present  owner, 
AUyn  Seymour,  to  make  way  for  a  re -development 
project. 

The  fourth  son  of  Timothy,  Joseph  Pratt 
Allyn  was  a  Federal  Judge,  U.  S.  District  Court  of 
Arizona,  appointed  by  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Captain  John  Allyn  is  buried,  with  his  wife 
Ruth  Burnham,  in  Westland  Cemetery,  Kensington, 
Berlin,  Conn.  ,  as  are  also  three  sons  and  a  grandson. 
A  State  Marker  bears  the  inscription,  "Capt.  John  Allyn 
Gen.  Harte*s  Reg  -  Rev  War. 

TRADESMEN  &  MERCHANTS 
Henry  Allyn  (1775-1819) 

Henry,  sixth  child  of  Captain  John  Allyn  and 
Ruth  Burnham,  was  born  in  Berlin,  Conn.,  August  11, 
1775.  He  married  Asenath  Scovil  in  1799  in  Watertown, 
Conn. ,  and  resided  there.  Eight  children  were  born. 

Henryks  family  Bible  containing  records  of 
three  generations  of  Allyns  is  in  possession  of  William 
N.  Allyn,  willed  to  him  by  Julia  Grosvenor,  a  grand¬ 
daughter  of  Henry.  She  also  willed  the  Powder  Horn  to 
William  G.  Allyn. 

Henry  was  a  merchant  and  conducted  a 
potash  factory  in  Chenango  County,  New  York.  He 
moved  to  Steubenville,  Ohio,  where  he  died  April  26, 
1819>  and  is  buried  in  Westland  Cemetery,  Berlin, 
Conn.  ^ 


Following  his  death  the  family  moved  to  New 
Britain,  Conn. 


PHYSICIAN 

Doctor  William  Grannis  Allyn  (1800-1877) 

The  oldest  son  of  Henry,  and  grandfather  of 
William  Noah  Allyn,  was  Doctor  William  Grannis  Allyn, 
born  in  Watertown,  Conn.,  June  4,  1800.  On  April  13, 
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MAHOGANY  BUREAU, 

WEDDING  GIFT  TO 

DOCTOR  WIULIAM  GRANNIS  ALLYN, 
1829,  NOW  IN  THE 

WIL.I_IAM  N.  ALUYN  RESIDENCE, 
SKANEATELES,  N.Y. 


■i 


1829,  he  married  Jerusha  Briggs  in  Utica,  She  was  1 
the  daughter  of  Noah  Briggs,  a  minister,  and  his  wife 
Lydia  Briggs.  , 

The  first  United  States  Census  had  been 
taken  in  1790,  and  at  that  time  the  total  U.  S.  population 
was  4  million, 

A  mahogany  bureau,  a  wedding  gift  to  William 
Grannis  Allyn,  1829,  is  now  in  the  home  of  William  N. 
AUyn.  Lt.  Spencer  Briggs,  and  his  wife,  Jerusha 
Marsh,  gave  a  parcel  of  land  in  East  Sequoit,  N.  Y,  to  j 
the  Methodist  Church  for  a  Church  andSchooL  Jerusha  I 


AN  OIL  PORTRAIT  ON  WOOD, 
SELF  PAINTED  FROM  HIS 
REFLECTION  IN  A  MIRROR, 
BY  WILLIAM  GRANNIS  ALLYN 
AT  THE  AGE  OF  14. 


DOCTOR  WILLIAM  GRANNIS 
ALLYN  (1800-1877),  UTICA,  N.Y. 
GRANDFATHER  OF 
WILLIAM  N.  ALLYN 
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attended  this  school.  They  would  be  the  grandparents  of 
Jerusha.  ^ 


William  Grannis  Allyn  as  a  young  man  was 
in  the  lettering  and  marble  business,  on  Catherine  St.  , 
Utica.  The  cholera  scourge  struck  Utica  in  August , 
1832.  Only  one  store  remained  open.  Streets  were 
deserted,  except  for  wagons  taking  dead  bodies  away. 
It  was  after  this  William  Grannis  Allyn  practiced  medi¬ 
cine  at  40  Blandina  St.  Many  of  his  prescriptions  have 
been  saved. 


Two  sons  were  born,  John  Henry  Allyn  and 
William  Briggs  Allyn. 

William  Grannis  had  unusual  artistic  ability. 
A  portrait  of  himself  on  wood,  that  he  painted  while 
looking  at  his  reflection  in  a  mirror,  is  dated  1814, 
when  he  would  be  14  years  old.  It  shows  a  very  elegant 
gentleman,  and  bears  a  marked  likeness  to  a  photo¬ 
graph  taken  in  later  years. 

He  died  Jan,  28,  1877,  at  the  age  of  77,  and 
is  buried  in  Forest  Hill  Cemetery,  Utica,  N.  Y. 


INVENTOR 

John  Henry  Allyn  (1834-1912) 

John  Henry  Allyn,  father  of  William  Noah 
Allyn,  was  born  in  Utica,  April  19,  1834.  He  was  a 
skilled  mechanic,  and  had  marked  ability  as  an  inventor, 
having  patented  about  thirty  inventions.  He  had  a  bril¬ 
liant  mind,  and  a  good  memory,  acquiring  a  wealth  of 
information  by  constant  reading.  His  advice  wa-s  sought 
frequently  by  the  villagers  on  mechanical  and  other 
problems. 

As  a  young  lad  he  peddled  merchandise  to 
the  canal  boats  on  the  Erie,  while  attending  private 
school.  At  seventeen  he  was  apprenticed  in  his  uncle’s 
marble  shop  in  Whitesboro,  N.Y.,  Allyn &;  Sykes,  where 
he  learned  the  art  of  lettering  and  carving,  and  became 
an  expert.  Many  cemeteries  in  Central  New  York 
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contain  his  carving. 

When  the  village  of  Whitesboro  requested 
designs  to  be  submitted  for  a  monument  honoring  the 
Founder,  Hugh  White,  John*s  design  was  accepted.  The 
beautiful  obelisk  monument  he  designed  and  erected 
stands  on  the  village  green  today. 

In  1852  he  spent  two  years  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
surveying  for  a  railroad.  The  following  year  he  spent 
in  Memphis  in  the  marble  business. 

Onhis  return  to  Whitesboro  word  electrified 
the  country  that  gold  had  been  discovered  in  the  Fraser 
River,  British  Columbia.  On  June  24,  1857,  John  left 
by  steamer  for  Panama,  crossed  the  Isthmus  by  mule 
back,  then  embarked  on  a  ship  up  the  West  Coast.  This 
ship  carried  the  news  that  the  Atlantic  Cable  had  been 
laid.  At  the  Captain’s  request,  John  painted  a  sign 
announcing  this  event,  which  was  displayed  on  the  bow 
so  those  ashore  could  see.  A  noisy  welcome  greeted 
them  in  Golden  Gate  Harbor,  San  Francisco. 

On  arrival  at  the  Fraser,  the  water  was  too 
high  topanfor  gold,  so  John  built  boats  for  prospectors 
to  go  further  up  the  river,  and  made  a  handsome  profit 
of  $2700.  00,  When  the  demand  subsided,  he  joined  a 
party  that  returned  overland  on  horseback  to  San  Fran¬ 
cisco.  Travel  was  difficult,  food  scarce  and  expensive, 
but  the  spectacular  scenery  made  up  for  the  hardships 
of  travel.  John  then  visited  Yosemite  on  horseback,  an 
area  that  was  to  become  a  National  Park  many  years 
later.  Then  John  made  a  trip  on  a  sloop  to  Suisun  Bay 
and  spent  five  months  shooting  ducks  for  the  market. 
Being  a  good  shot,  he  earned  $150  a  month.  After  visit¬ 
ing  a  mining  area  in  the  mountains,  John  made  the  long 
trip  overland  to  Whitesboro  by  stage  coach  and  train, 
and  started  in  the  marble  business  in  Whitesboro. 

Soon  after  his  return  in  1859,  an  event  of 
national  importance  occurred.  Oil  was  discovered  in 
Titusville,  Pa.  A  railroad  conductor  named  Edwin  L. 
Drake,  setup  a  shaky  wooden  rig  and  patiently  pounded 
a  hole  in  the  ground.  When  he  reached  a  depth  of  69  1/2 
feet,  Drake  struck  oil  I  One  year  later,  John  started  in 
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JOHN  HENRY  ALLYN  (1834—1912), 
WHITESBORO,  N.Y.,  FATHER  OF 
WILLIAM  N.  ALLYN, 
COPIED  FROM  AN  OIL  PORTRAIT 
PAINTED  BY  HIS  DAUGHTER, 
HELEN  PALMETER  ALLYN 


RHODA  WOODWARD  ALLYN 
(1839—1915), 

WHITESBORO,  N.Y., 
MOTHER  OF 
WILLIAM  N.  ALLYN 


business  in  Whitesboro  selling  "Burning,  Crude  and 
Lubricating  Oil,  "  also  kerosene  lamps.  The  lamps 
were  new  on  the  market  and  people  were  afraid  they 
would  explode,  so  they  did  not  sell  well. 

In  1861  John  married  Rhoda  Woodward. 

Times  were  hard.  Extensive  credit  and  diffi¬ 
culties  in  making  deliveries  due  to  the  Civil  War  being 
in  progress,  ended  the  oil  venture  after  a  couple  of 
years. 


With  Mr,  James  Farwell,  John  was  engaged 
to  build  an  oil  refinery  in  Erie,  Pa.  This  required  in¬ 
genuity  and  mechanical  skill,  as  refineries  were  then 
in  the  experimental  stage.  Following  this,  John  moved 
his  family  to  Bowling  Green,  Ky. ,  where  he  erected 
another  refinery.  The  hot  climate  was  oppressive  so 
they  returned  to  Whitesboro.  A  move  to  Hamilton,  Ont., 
followed,  where  he  drilled  for  oil  a  couple  of  years,  not 
too  profitable  a  venture,  and  they  returned  to  Whites¬ 
boro.  John  carried  on  a  marble  business  there  until 
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his  death,  at  the  same  time,  spending  a  lot  of  time  on 
inventions . 

It  was  when  he  returned  from  one  of  his  most 
prosperous  ventures,  he  had  $2000  in  golch  He  placed 
it  in  a  drawer  of  the  bureau  that  had  been  his  father's, 
and  did  not  do  a  day's  work  until  the  money  was  used  up. 

John's  discovery  of  a  method  to  deodorize 
oil  was  a  great  step  forward  in  the  oil  business.  It  was 
used  successfully  and  others  made  a  large  sum  of 
money.  He  invented  a  number  of  minor  devices  which 
were  widely  used,  including  a  potato  digger;  a  machine 
for  driving  posts;  a  wood  carving  machine  for  furni¬ 
ture  manufacturing  which  would  do  work  rapidly,  for¬ 
merly  done  by  hand;  also  a  device  to  prevent  drawers 
from  falling  when  pulled  out.  At  one  time  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  by  the  soap  manufacturer  B.  T.  Babbitt,  who 
owned  a  fleet  of  canal  boats  which  were  having  diffi¬ 
culty  with  eel  grass  clogging  the  propellers.  John 
devised  the  plan  of  taking  in  water  at  the  bow  of  the 
boat,  and  expelling  it  at  the  stern  to  propel  the  boat. 
In  connection  with  this,  he  invented  a  rotary  pump, 
which  was  practical  and  successful.  Although  he  did 
not  make  a  success  of  his  idea  to  eliminate  the  eel 
grass,  due  in  part  to  scarcity  of  materials  needed,  the 
principle  was  later  put  to  use  by  others. 

Another  invention  widely  used  was  the  first 
spring  bed;  one  of  his  small  models  has  been  saved. 
This  appeared  to  be  a  good  business  venture  for  John, 
as  he  had  a  company  manufacture  the  bed  bottoms,  and 
had  established  dealers  throughout  the  county.  Then  a 
tragic  event  took  place.  A  note  he  had  thoughtlessly 
endorsed  for  a  friend  for  $2000  came  due.  The  friend 
could  not  pay,  and  the  bank  seized  John's  entire  spring 
bed  business --a  serious  financial  blow  to  the  family. 


JOHN  H  .  AL_I_YN 
PATENTED  THE  FIRST 
SPRING  BED. 

(MARCH  21,  1871) 

COIL  SPRINGS  SUPPORT 
WOODEN  SLATS, 
ALTERNATING 
AT  EACH  END. 
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TABLE  DESIGNED 
AND  CARVED  BY 
JOHN  H.  ALLYN  WITH 
TOOLS  HE  MADE  BY  HAND, 
A  WEDDING  GIFT  TO 
WILLIAM  N.  ALLYN,  1908. 


In  the  spring  of  1898  at  the  time  of  the  war 
between  United  States  and  Spain,  he  invented  a  device 
for  hurling  torpedoes  at  enemy  ships.  When  plans  and 
specifications  in  his  application  for  patent  reached 
W ashington,  the  authorities  sent  for  him  for  consultation. 

John  was  a  Democrat  and  a  Mason.  A  gen¬ 
ial  person,  he  had  a  great  many  friends  who  were  always 
welcome  at  his  home.  He  never  let  business  interfere 
with  pleasure,  especially  talking  politics  or  visiting 
with  friends.  His  tendency  to  enjoy  the  day  and  let  the 
morrow  take  care  of  itself  was  a  severe  hardship  to  his 
wife  and  family.  The  time  spent  on  inventions  used  up 
savings  without  much  return,  and  during  the  depression 
following  the  Civil  War,  the  family  did  not  have  suffi¬ 
cient  clothing  or  food.  John  lacked  the  enterprise  and 
capital  to  promote  his  inventions  for  financial  return. 
He  died  in  Whitesboro  at  the  age  of  78,  and  is  buried 
in  Whitesboro  Cemetery. 


James  and  Emma  May  Woodward 

The  Woodwards,  maternal  Grandparents  of 
William  N.  Allyn,  emigrated  from  Culler  in,  near  Thick- 
wood,  ten  miles  from  Bath,  England  in  1842.  They 
brought  three  young  children.  Rhoda,  only  2  years  old, 
was  so  ill  during  the  long  voyage  that  it  was  thought  she 
would  not  survive.  They  settled  in  Whitesboro,  where 
James,  a  Bootmaker,  opened  a  shop  and  made  long 
calfskin  boots  for  farmers. 

They  were  Episcopalians,  but  James,  who 
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had  a  well  trained  tenor  voice  became  choir  master, 
first  in  the  Episcopal  Church,  later  in  the  Baptist,  and 
finally  the  Presbyterian  and  the  family  joined  this 
church  in  1858.  Mrs*  Woodward,  who  could  not  read 
or  write,  learned  to  read  in  the  Episcopal  church 
school,  and  was  a  great  reader  the  remainder  of  her 
life.  Three  more  children  were  born  in  this  country . 

William  Noah  remembers  'Grandma*  who 
lived  to  be  96,  as  a  very  imposing  figure,  tall,  digni¬ 
fied,  and  with  unusual  vitality.  She  attended  church 
regularly  and  required  her  children  and  grandchildren 
to  attend  with  her  in  the  family  pew. 

After  her  husband* s  death  at  65,  a  very  fine 
set  of  tools  that  had  never  been  used,  was  sold  to  a  for¬ 
mer  employee.  After  two  years,  as  no  payment  had 
been  made.  Grandma,  then  85,  walked  two  miles  to 
York  Mills  to  try  to  collect.  Finding  the  man  ill,  his 
wife  exhausted  and  the  children  in  need  of  clean  clothes, 
she  went  to  work,  cleaned  the  house,  did  a  large  wash¬ 
ing,  and  that  evening  walked  back  to  Whitesboro,  and 
never  again  tried  to  collect  for  the  tools. 

The  oldest  son  Elijah,  enlisted  in  the  Civil 
War  and  served  four  years  as  an  officer,  receiving 
only  a  slight  hand  wound.  Johnny,  a  younger  brother, 
when  only  14  years  old,  was  induced  by  a  promoter  to 
enlist.  This  man  received  a  commission  for  each  boy 
he  secured.  Johnny  played  in  the  Regimental  Band  for 
two  years,  and  served  with  Company  D,  Second  Heavy 
Artillery,  for  two  years.  He  was  lost  for  four  days  in 
the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  nearly  starved.  Fin¬ 
ally  he  found  the  camp  where  Elijah  was  an  officer, 
where  he  was  cared  for.  Johnny  was  lame  from  a  leg 
injury,  which  caused  his  death  in  1922.  He  is  buried 
in  Whitesboro  Cemetery. 


Rhoda  Woodward  Allyn  (1840-1916) 

Rhoda,  mother  of  William  N.  Allyn,  gradu¬ 
ated  from  Whitestown  Seminary  in  Whitesboro,  and 
taught  school  until  her  marriage  in  1858  to  John  Henry 
Allyn.  She  received  a  fine  musical  education  from  her 
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father,  had  a  pleasing  contralto  voice,  and  was  heard 
in  concert  work  in  many  cities  in  Central  New  York. 
She  also  taught  music.  For  forty  years,  she  played  the 
organ  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  Whitesboro,  and  for 
fifty  years  taught  Sunday  School,  The  annual  musical 
evenings  given  by  her  class  of  young  men  were  popular 
events  in  the  village.  She  was  fond  of  history,  and 
founded  the  Herodotus  Club  in  Whitesboro.  A  bronze 
plaque  in  the  Presbyterian  Church  presented  by  her 
children,  honors  her  memory. 

Eight  children  were  born,  three  of  whom 
died  in  childhood. 

Helen  Allyn  Palmeter ,  youngest  of  the 
family,  resides  at  N.  MarvineAve.,  Auburn,  N.  Y.  She 
is  an  amateur  portrait  painter  of  outstanding  ability. 
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PART  m 


William  Noah  Allyn 
Inventor  &  Manufacturer 

1560660 

William  Noah  Allyn  was  born  Dec,  3,  1874 
in  Whitesboro,  N,  Y.  Nine  clearly  defined  generations 
number  his  early  progenitors  as  prosperous  English 
Gentry  stock,  who  became  colonists,  statesmen  and 
military  leaders  in  America.  Then  followed  several 
generations  of  tradesmen  and  merchants,  with  various 
skills  in  artistic  and  inventive  fields. 

Although  reared  in  a  home  with  few  luxuries, 
where  it  was  a  constant  struggle  to  make  ends  meet 
financially,  this  energetic  boy  enjoyed  to  the  full  the 
activities  afforded  by  his  ideal  environment.  He  re¬ 
calls  the  canal  boats  on  the  Erie,  drawn  by  two  mules, 
not  always  too  obedient.  It  was  his  delight  to  imitate 
the  driver’s  mule  call,  while  concealed  from  view,  and 
disrupt  traffic  when  the  mules  responded  to  his  call. 
The  log  runs  were  exciting  when  thousands  of  logs, 
lashed  together  in  rafts,  slowly  drifted  by,  en  route  to 
saw  mills,  and  small  boys  jumped  aboard  for  a  ride. 
Then  there  were  more  serious  occasions  when  a  break 
occurred  in  the  canal  walls  permitting  the  water  to 
drain  out  leaving  boats  bogged  down  in  the  mud,  and 
incidentally  leaving  William’s  eel  lines  with  wriggling 
eels  dangling  from  the  canal  bank,  high  and  dry.  A 
pumpkin  seed  boat,  built  by  his  father,  one  of  the  fin¬ 
est  in  the  village,  was  his  teen-age  pride  and  joy. 


When  William  was  ten  years  old.  President 
Cleveland  visited  Clinton,  nine  miles  from  his  home. 
Determined  to  see  the  President,  William  walked  the 
nine  miles  alone.  He  did  not  have  any  money  to  buy 
lunch,  but  fortunately  relatives  spotted  him  in  the 
crowd,  and  took  charge  of  him. 

One  day  he  got  hold  of  an  old  revolver. 
Thinking  to  give  it  more  power,  he  put  an  extra  bullet 


BIRTHPLACE  OF  WILLIAM  N.  ALLYN,  WHITESBORO,  N.Y. 

down  the  barrel.  Both  bullets  went  off  with  a  bang. 
One  went  through  his  thumb,  the  other  grazed  his  fore¬ 
head,  fortunately  only  leaving  the  thumb  badly  scarred. 

In  the  Presbyterian  Church  where  his  mother 
was  organist,  the  organ  was  powered  by  a  hand  lever. 
William  operated  this  for  Sunday  services  and  choir 
practice  for  three  years,  for  which  he  received  $12 
per  year. 


At  14  years,  he  left  school  aiter  completing 
the  seventh  grade  and  the  the  next  thirteen  year  s  worked 
sixty  hours  a  week  at  a  variety  of  jobs  in  Whitesboro, 
Ilion  and  Buffalo.  Though  wages  did  not  exceed  $6  a 
week,  he  acquired  a  wide  knowledge  of  machines,  and 
became  a  good  mechanic. 

He  completed  two  winter  terms  in  the  Utica 
Business  Institute,  working  evenings  and  Saturdays. 
He  remembers  well  a  winter  in  outdoor  carpentry  in 
the  harsh  upstate  New  York  climate,  which  paid  $2.  60 
per  week.  In  1901  he  went  to  Rochester,  and  fortunately 
obtained  a  job  with  Electro  Surgical  Instrument  Com¬ 
pany  as  a  machinist.  He  enjoyed  this  work  and  became 
keenly  interested  in  surgical  instruments,  suggesting 
many  improvements.  Finally  he  was  assigned  to  the 
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inventing  end  of  the  business.  Eventually  he  was  put 
on  the  road  selling  for  E.  S*  L  During  this  period  he 
attended  Mechanic  *s  Institute  in  Rochester  four  evenings 
a  week  for  two  years,  studying  mechanical  drawing. 

In  1908  he  resigned  to  accept  a  more  lucra¬ 
tive  position  with  the  De  Z eng  Standard  Company  of  New 
Jersey.  Mr.  De  Zeng,  aformer  optical  school  teacher, 
taught  him  optics.  He  traveled  the  United  States  for 
this  company,  gaining  contacts  with  dealers,  and  a 
broader  knowledge  of  instruments. 

After  five  years  with  De  Zeng,  he  went  with 
Shur-On Optical  Co.,  and  moved  his  wife  and  young  son 
to  the  village  of  Skaneateles,  in  the  Finger  Lakes  coun¬ 
try  of  upstate  New  York,  which  has,  ever  since,  re¬ 
mained  his  home.  This  business  connection  was  short 
lived,  as  was  a  succeeding  one  with  a  New  York  optical 
house,  as  William  decided,  in  1915,  to  go  into  the 
manufacturing  business  for  himself. 


WELCH  ALUYN  BEGAN  IN 
1915  IN  ONE  ROOM  IN  THE 
REAR  OF  THIS  BUILDING 
IN  1928,  THE  ENTIRE 
BUILDING  WAS  PURCHASED. 
GREEN  ST.,  AUBURN,  N.Y. 


The  business  started  in  a  single  rented 
room  in  an  old  building  in  Auburn,  N.Y.  An  associate. 
Dr.  F.  A.  W elch,  died  three  months  later,  before  the 
business  was  fairly  launched.  There  were  only  two 
employees  at  that  time,  one  of  them  being  Jay  AUyn,  a 
brother,  who  remained  with  the  Company  until  his  death 
in  1955.  The  manufacturing,  mostly  by  hand,  was 
limited  to  two  items,  the  otoscope  and  ophthalmoscope. 
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THE  FIRST  WELCH  ALLYN 
OPHTHALMOSCOPE,  PATENDED  1915, 
WAS  THE  FIRST  MIRRORLESS, 
SELF-POWERED,  DIRECTLY 
ILLUMINATED  noP,” 


The  first  year  was  a  hard  struggle.  World 
War  Iwas  in  progress.  Finances  were  strained.  William 
realized  that  something  must  be  done  or  he  would  lose 
the  business. 


He  packed  his  entire  output  of  instruments, 
about  $600  worth,  and  with  but  $26  in  his  pocket,  left 
for  the  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Assoc¬ 
iation  in  Chicago.  A  small  table  location  in  the  en¬ 
trance  hall  was  the  only  space  available,  which  William 
engaged  for  $10.  His  display  aroused  keen  interest 
among  the  dealers,  especially  as  everyone  had  to  pass 
it  on  their  way  to  the  Exhibit  Hall. 


One  New  York  Dealer  was  so  impressed 
with  these  new  instruments,  he  decided  to  advertise 
them  nationally  on  a  "guaranteed  or  your  money  back" 
basis. 

At  the  A.  M.  A.  banquet  in  the  Kaiserhoff 
Hotel,  each  exhibitor  was  allowed  3  minutes  to  tell  about 
his  products.  William's  announcement  was  brief  and 
specific.  He  announced  he  was  offering  '  the  first 
mirrorless  direct  illuminated  opthalmoscope,  his  own 
invention.  ' 


William  returned  home  greatly  elated,  with 
$350  in  cash,  and  $1000  in  orders.  This  was  indeed 
the  turning  point,  and  from  that  time  on,  the  Welch 
Allyn  Company  made  steady  progress. 

Gradually  modern  machines  replaced  the 
hand  work,  and  employees  were  trained  to  make  in- 
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LETTER  FROM  COMMANDER  RICHARD  E.  BYRD 
ACKNOWLEDGING  WELCH  ALLYN  INSTRUMENTS. 
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struments  that  measured  up  to  William's  high  quality 
standards.  From  a  single  room,  a  whole  wing  of  the 
original  building  was  occupied,  and  in  1928  the  whole 
building  was  purchased. 

For  18  years  William  often  worked  12  hours 
a  day  at  the  factory.  When  snow  blocked  the  roads,  he 
made  the  6  mile  trip  over  the  hills  to  Auburn  on  skiis. 
He  served  several  terms  on  the  Skaneateles  School 
Board,  and  managed  the  Skaneateles  Base  Ball  Club. 

In  1934  his  son,  William  G.  Allyn  joined  the 
Firm.  "Bill"  graduated  from  Dartmouth,  1932,  and 
from  Rochester  College  in  optics  in  1934.  At  that  time 
there  were  16  employees. 

Commander  Richard  E.  Byrd,  on  his  second 
Antarctic  Expedition,  1935,  carried  with  him  a  number 
of  Welch  Allyn  sets.  These  remained  there  under  the 
ice  until  the  arrival  of  the  next  Expedition,  and  were 
found  to  be  in  perfect  condition. 

During  World  War  II,  Welch  Allyn  furnished 
a  substantial  portion  of  medical  kits  for  all  the  Armed 
Service  and  our  Allies.  The  Employees  of  Welch  Allyn 
received  the  Army-Navy  "E"  Award  for  excellence  in 
production,  July  6,  1944.  Following  this,  at  six  months 
intervals  ,  two  separate  stars  were  awarded  by*  the 
Army-Navy  for  the  "E"  Flag,  in  recognition  of  the  con¬ 
tinued  high  standard  of  production.  A  night  shift  was 
operated  during  the  War.  Less  than  1%  of  the  indus¬ 
tries  in  the  U.  S.  qualified  for  this  coveted  award. 
Eleven  employees,  8  men  and  3  women,  served  in  World 
War  II,  and  2  employees  served  in  World  War  I. 

The  Company  which  had  been  entirely  owned 
by  William,  incorporated  in  1947,  with  William  N.  Allyn 
as  President,  and  son  Bill  as  Vice  President.  In  1952 
young  Bill  assumed  the  Presidency  and  his  father  be¬ 
came  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  from  which 
position  he  is  still  active  in  an  advisory  capacity.  That 
same  year  the  growth  of  the  business  required  more 
space,  and  the  factory  was  moved  to  its  larger  and 
more  modern  building  in  Skaneateles  Falls,  a  few  miles 
from  Auburn.  Under  Bill's  Presidency,  his  father's 


ARMY-NAVY  ”En  AWARD  FLAG,  PRESENTED  TO 
WELCH  ALLYN  EMPLOYEES  FOR  EXCELLENCE  IN 
PRODUCTION,  JULY  6,  1944.  FROM  LEFT  TO  RIGHT, 
WILLIAM  N  .  ALLYN,  president;  LT.  COL.  HOWARD 
F.  BAER,  DIRECTOR  OF  PRODUCTION,  NEW  YORK 
MEDICAL  depot;  LT  .  COMMANDER  PAUL  F.  GRIFFIN, 
CHIEF  OF  NAVAL  L  lASON  DEPT.,  WAR  PRODUCTION 
BOARD,  NEW  YORK;  MISS  JESSIE  BURT,  REPRE¬ 
SENTING  THE  EMPLOYEES  OF  WELCH  ALLYN. 


love  for  invention  has  flowered  fully,  with  a  Research 
and  Development  Dept. ,  staffed  by  graduate  engineers 
and  skilled  technicians.  Welch  Allyn  Inc.  ,  now  has  its 
Design,  Drafting  and  Experimental  Machine  Shops, 
occupying  many  times  the  area  of  its  original  'one 
room'  factory.  Over  100  items  are  now  manufactured. 
In  addition  to  serving  U.  S.  and  Canada,  Welch  Allyn 
instruments  are  exported  to  most  of  the  countries  of 
the  Free  World. 
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RESIDENCE  OF  WILLIAM  N.  ALLYN  ON  SKANEATELES  LAKE, 

SKANEATELES,  N  .Y  . 

The  Lions  Club  of  Skaneateles,  sanctioned 
by  Lions  International,  recently  honored  William  with  a 
Citation  in  bronze  relief  as  follows:  "Presented  to 

William  N.  Allyn  in  sincere  appreciation  and  recogni¬ 
tion  of  distinguished  service  to  mankind  through  the 
field  of  medical  instruments,  Skaneateles  Lions  Club, 
I960.  "  He  also  received  Honorary  Membership  in  the 
Skaneateles  Lions  Club. 

William  now  spends  six  months  of  each  year 
in  his  home  in  Skaneateles  on  the  Lake,  and  six  months 
in  Naples  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  Florida.  He  is  a  32nd 
Degree  Mason  and  a  member  of  the  Shrine  and  Scottish 
Rite,  a  member  of  Lake  Placid  Club,  Skaneateles 
Country  Club  and  Auburn  Rotary  Club. 

Mrs.  Allyn  died  in  1936,  and  in  1942  he 
married  the  former  Helen  E.  Rutledge. 

During  his  business  years  he  took  time  out 
for  golf  and  motor  boating,  but  his  chief  pleasure  was 
and  still  is,  walking.  At  85,  he  walks  4  miles  daily,  a 
modest  reduction  from  his  former  7  mile  stint  per  day. 
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I  His  vision  is  somewhat  impaired,  although  he  reads, 

'  or  has  read  to  him,  the  major  part  of  two  daily  news¬ 
papers.  He  wears  a  hearing  aid,  and  admits  with  con¬ 
siderable  glee  that  he  enjoys  turning  it  off  whenever  the 
conversation  does  not  interest  him. 

He  enjoys  visiting  the  factory  and  talking 
with  the  employees,  and  he  is  justly  proud  of  the  fine 
group  of  men  and  women,  one  hundred  and  eighty  five, 
who  make  up  the  Welch  AUyn  'family.  '  He  confidently 
expects  his  grandsons.  Bill  (Dartmouth  1958),  now'  with 
the  Coast  Guard,  and  Lew,  a  senior  in  Syracuse  Uni¬ 
versity,  to  join  in  carrying  on  the  business. 

History  relates  that  William's  progenitor, 
Matthew  Allyn,  "was  energetic,  not  always  smooth 
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CITATION  FROM  THE  LION»S  CLUB  OF  SKANEATELES,  N.Y. 
HONORING  WILLIAM  N.  ALLYN,  OCTOBER  11,  1960 
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tempered,  a  man  of  superior  talents,  wilful  and  obsti- 
nate  in  all  projects  --a  good  man,  a  just  man.  "  Sur¬ 
prisingly  after  nine  generations,  this  description  quite 
accurately  describes  William,  although  these  traits  are 
tempered  by  his  keen  sense  of  humor.  j 

On  December  3,  1959,  William  celebrated 
his  eighty  fifth  birthday.  Over  three  hundred  friends  j 
in  the  surgical  trade  sent  greetings,  and  good  wishes, 
a  kindly  tribute  to  William  N.  Allyn,  the  'Grand  Old 
Man'  of  the  instrument  business. 


PRESENT  FACTORY  OF  WELCH  ALLYN  INC., 
SKANEATELES  FALLS,  N.Y. 


WILLIAM  GIBBONS  ALLYN 
President  of  Welch  Allyn  Inc. 
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WILLS 

Richard  Allin,  Matthew's  father,  left  a  Will,  and  in 
addition  to  other  bequests  he  left  "to  the  poor  of 
Braunton  «£  3,  to  be  distributed  to  their  houses  within 
10  days  of  my  death.  2s  6d  apiece,  and  to  Thos.  5, 
Matthew  5,  Mary  da  of  Thos.  20s,  and  the  3  children 
of  Matthew  20s  each.  " 

MATTHEW  ALLYN'S  WILL 

Matthew  Allyn,  Windsor,  Inventory  £  466/1 7/02.  Taken 
February  12,  1670  -  1  by  Daniel  Clarke  and  Richard 

Lord.  The  House  and  Lands  in  Windsor  not  inventoried 
because  by  a  Deed  of  Gift  it  was  made  over  to  Thomas 
Allyn  to  be  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  after  the  death 
of  sd.  Mr.  Matthew  Allyn  and  Margaret  his  wife. 
Prised  by  Daniel  Clarke  and  Richard  Lord.  Also  a 
further  Invt.  of  Land  and  Stock  in  Kenilworth,  valued 
at  <£20/00/00  and  Land  at  Ketch  prised  at -£40/00/00 

THE  WILL 

I  Matthew  Allyn  of  the  town  of  Windsor  in 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  being  at  present  through  the 
tender  mercy  of  God,  though  weak  in  body,  of  good 
memory  and  have  the  use  of  my  understanding  as  at 
other  times,  am  desirous  to  attend  the  counsell  of  the 
prophett  in  setting  my  house  in  order  that  soe  I  may 
with  the  more  Freedom  wayte  the  good  pleasure  of  god 
whose  I  am  &  in  whome  I  doe  desire  forever  to  hope, 
wayte  and  rejoice;  &  into  the  Armes  of  his  mercy  I 
desire  to  render  my  soule,  &;  my  body  to  Christian 
Buriall  according  to  the  discresion  of  my  children;  h 
for  that  estate  that  god  has  blest  me  withall,  I  doe  give 
&;  bequeath  it  as  hereinafter  exprest: 

I  make  my  beloved  wife  my  sole  executrix 
of  this  my  Last  Will  &  Testament.  Imprs:  I  doe  give 
all  the  estate  that  I  now  stand  possest  of  both  lands  and 
Cattell  &  household  stuffs,  to  my  dear  and  well  beloved 
wife  Margaret  Allyn,  to  be  &  belong  to  her  during  her 
naturell  life,  my  just  debts  being  first  payd;  &  I  desire 
my  sons,  John  Allyn  &  Thomas  Allyn,  &  Benjamin 
Newberry,  to  improve  the  same  for  her  comfort;  &:  I 
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command  them  to  be  carefull  in  providing  for  her  com¬ 
fortable  maintainance  as  Long  as  she  shall  live.  And 
after  the  decease  of  my  dear  and  beloved  wife  I  give 
unto  my  beloved  sonn  John  Allyn  &:  his  heirs  forever, 
all  my  lands  and  estate  lying  and  being  within  the 
Bounds  of  the  township  of  Kenilworth,  in  the  County  of 
New  London;  I  say  both  the  Farme  &  Stock  upon  it  that 
is  in  the  hands  of  my  Tennants.  I  also  hereby  confirme 
&  ratify  to  him  and  his  heirs  forever  all  my  Land  in 
Hartford  that  I  gave  to  him  as  his  Marriage  portion  &: 
which  formerly  hath  been  recorded  to  him;  &  after  the 
decease  of  my  wife  I  give  unto  my  well  beloved  sonn 
Thomas  Allyn  the  one  halfe  of  my  Farme  of  Land  at 
Ketch,  &  neare  to  Ketch,  only  out  of  his  halfe  I  give 
unto  my  beloved  grandchild  Matthew  Allyn  one  Hundred 
Acres  of  Land  whereof  twenty  acres  shall  be  meadow; 
I  doe  now  hereby  rattify  &  confirm  the  same  to  him 
agayn:  I  likewise  give  him  my  tables  and  stooles  that 
belong  to  the  house,  as  allso  the  cupboards. 

I  doe  likewise  after  the  decease  of  my  be¬ 
loved  wife,  give  unto  my  sonn  and  daughter  Benjamen 
and  Mary  Newberry  &  their  heirs  forever,  the  one 
halfe  of  my  Farme  of  Land  at  Ketch  &;  near  to  Ketch, 
only  out  of  his  halfe  I  give  unto  my  beloved  grandchild 
Mary  Maudsley  &  her  heirs  for  ever,  fifty  acres  of 
Land  whereof  Tenn  Acres  shall  be  meadow;  I  give  unto 
Mary  Griffin,  if  she  continues  her  service  with  me  and 
my  wife  till  we  decease.  Forty  shillings  besides  her 
wages;  I  give  unto  John  Indian  one  suit  of  my  clothes, 
my  sonns  to  appoynt  which;  my  just  debts  and  Legacies 
being  payd,  the  remaynder  of  my  estate  I  give  &  be¬ 
queath  to  my  sonns  John  &:  Thomas  Allyn  &  my  daughter 
Mary  Newberry,  to  be  equally  divided  Between  them, 
each  of  them  to  have  a  third  part  as  before,  which  third 
parte  shall  belong  to  them  &  their  heirs  forever. 


Finally,  I  command  my  children  that  they  be 
loving,  kind  &;  helpful  one  to  another,  &;  that  they  walke 
in  the  feare  of  God  that  he  may  be  with  them  &  bless 
them  when  I  shall  be  gathered  to  my  Fathers.  And  that 
this  is  my  Last  Will  &:  Testament,  hereby  renounceing 
all  former  wills  &  Testaments  that  I  have  made  by 
writeing  or  word  of  mouth,  &  rattifying  this,  I  declare 
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by  subscribing  hereto  this  thirtieth  of  January,  1670. 

This  was  signed  and  declared  to  be  the  last  Will  &; 
Testament  of  Mr.  Matthew  Allyn  by  him s elf e  at  his 
house  in  Windsor  the  30th  of  January  1670. 

Witness:  Henry  Wolcott,  sen., 

Daniel  Clarke,  Joseph  Haynes 

Will  proven  March  2,  1670 


Inventory  of  Estate  of  John  Allyn,  (Sec'y  John) 


Inventory:  P.  295 

In  cash  45/00/00 
145/00/00 
8/00/00 
3/09/06 
3/06/00 
10/06 
13/06 
8/00 
8/00 

In  cash  &  plate  <£206  /  15/06 


Two  Negroes  - 

a  man  &  woman 
A  Bill  due  from  Robert  Lane 
A  Tankard 
A  Salt  Seller 
A  Caudle  Cup 
A  Dram  Cup 
A  large  spoon 
Ditto  (broken) 


Court  Record,  p.  121-2-3  18  November  1696.  Adms. 
to  Joseph  Whiting,  William  Whiting  &  Aaron  Cooke. 
They  are  to  report  to  this  Court  March  next.  And  fur¬ 
ther  this  Court  do  appoint  Segt.  Thomas  Bunce  &:  Mr. 
William  Pitkin  to  distribute  the  estate  as  follows: 


to  the  Relict  1/3  part  of  the 
Real  Estate  during  life 
the  Real  Estate  in  all  amounts  to 
to  each  of  the  five  children 
to  the  Relict  in  moveables 
to  each  of  the  Children  in  moveables 


£  oL. 

406/00/02 

1220/05/00 

162/12/00 

46/00/02 

46/00/02 
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to  the  Relict,  Plate  &  Money  jjf  24/02/09 

to  each  of  the  Children,  in  Cash  &  Plated 24/ 02/ 09 
The  1/3  to  the  Relict  in  Real  Estate,  to 
be  divided  to  the  Children  after  her  decease. 


CAPTAIN  THOMAS  AELYN  -  WINDSOR 
died  14  February  1695 

Inventory  1174/13/09.  Taken  Feb.  27,  1695  by  Return 
Strong  and  John  Porter.  Court  Record,  p.  101  - 
March  5,  1695.  At  a  County  Court: 

An  inventory  of  the  Estate  of  Capt.  Thomas 
Allyn  of  Windsor,  was  now  exhibited,  where  it  appears 
that  Matthew  Allyn,  the  Eldest  son,  had  received  his 
Portion  before  Marriage,  of  his  Father  in  a  house  and 
Lands  with  an  Engagement  to  pay  at  a  late  date ^  100/00/00 
in  addition,  which  in  Value  and  amount  was  a  full  double 
portion  of  his  Father’s  Estate.  The  Court  Order  dis¬ 
tributes  to  the  other  four  sons  and  four  daughters, 
children  of  sd.  Thomas  Allyn,  and  Brothers  &  Sisters 
to  the  sd  Eldest  son  Matthew  Allyn. 

The  Court  appointed  Mr.  Return  Strong  and 
Daniel  Hayden  with  Col.  Allyn  to  Distribute  the  Estate 
among  the  children  in  equal  portions.  Reserving  Cloth 
and  yarn  so  much  as  may  be  necessary  for  present 
clothing  before  the  division,  then  all  to  receive  (not 
excluding  Matthew).  Samuel  Allyn  and  Matthew  Allyn  to 
be  Adms,  8  April  1696. 

Estate  was  not  completely  settled  until 
Feb.  1705  -  6. 


Probate  Records  Vol  11 

Benjamin  Allyn  Windsor  died  Dec.  14,  1712. 

Invt  oC654/05/00 

Adms.  granted  Anne  Allyn,  widow 

This  Court  pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  General 
Assembly  of  this  Colony  holden  at  Hartford  14  May  1713, 
do  allow  and  direct  Anne  Allyn,  Adms.  to  sell  3  acres 
of  land  situated  in  Windsor  at  a  place  commonly  called 
the  island. 
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Ref.  6,  25,  26,  Bibliography 


GENEALOGY 

of 

CHICHESTER  -  WYATT  -  ALLYN 


Sir  John  Chichester 

(Lord  of  Treverbin, 
Cornwall  &  Boggershewish 
&  Donwer,  County  Somerset 


m 


Thomasin  Raleigh 
d.  1402 


^ - 

Sir  John  Chichester 

(Fought  at  Agincourt 
with  La  Sieur  de 
Harrington)  b,  138  5  d,  1437 

I _ 


m 


Alice  Wotton  (descended  from 
Reginald,  Earl  of  Cornwall 
&  natural  son  of  King  Henry  I, 
also  from  Earls  of  Muelan) 


Richard  Chichester 
Sheriff  of  Devon 
1469  &  1475 
b.  1424  d.l496 


m 


Margaret  (daughter  of 

Sir  Nicholas  Keynes 
of  Winkleigh) 


I - - 

Nicholas  Chichester 
b.  1447 

' — \ - 

Sir  John  Chichester 

of  Rawleigh  d,  153718 
(a  minor  character  in 
Kingsley's  Westward  Ho) 


m 


Christian  Pawlet  (da  of  Sir  William 
Pawlet  &  Elizabeth  Denebaud) 


m 


(2)  Joan  Brett  (of  Whitstaunton) 


Amyas  Chichester 

(of  Arlington,  Devon) 
b.  1512  d.  1577 


m 


Joan  Giffard  (da  of  Sir  Giffard  of 
Brightly,  )  her  brother  was 
John  Giffard,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Grt.  Britain, 
d.  1596 


(17  children) 


Francis  Chichester 
(4th  da) 

L _ 


m 


John  Wyatt  of  Braunton 
b.  1558 


Margaret  Wyatt 
b.  1605 


m 

1626 


Matthew  Allyn 
1605-1670 


2119 


